Romans 13                                           by Howard Ratcliffe
     Unitarians and Deists like Ben Franklin and Thomas Jefferson are believers in a higher power, but only to the extent that after Creation, it’s a survival of the fittest cage fighting match that determines how the gene pool develops. Virginia Mollenkott and Zondervan Publishing’s owner, Rupert Murdoch like the wording in the NIV bible better than the Authorized Version, so let’s see how they decided to change God’s word.
     Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God; the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. (KJV)    Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what god has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. (NIV) Being subject to “higher powers” means evaluating your actions against God’s rules. Governments are only ordained of higher powers, they are not the higher powers themselves described in the KJV which is changed to “Authorities” in the NIV. Webster’s Dictionary defines “Ordain”: to organize or to invest with ministerial or priestly authority; to prearrange unalterably. “Establish”: to make firm; to set in a secure condition or position. The 2 words do not mean the same thing at all. 

     About 3100 years Samuel was “ordained” as a judge and prophet of Israel. God invested him with this authority, but things changed dramatically when Samuel decided to ordain his sons as judges rather than let God (the higher power) do the ordaining. Rather than having God and His ordained judge, they got King Saul and Samuel’s wicked sons for judges. The same thing repeated with God’s anointing of King David; not perfect by any stretch, but way better in the long run than his son Solomon who brought Phoenician worship customs into Israel. God does this seesaw to demonstrate His ordination is better than our selection, but either way we decide to go, we had better be prepared to take our medicine.

      Apostate ministers use Romans 13 to justify killing others as a practice established by God. Well, now that’s a contradiction of the highest magnitude isn’t it? “Thou shall not kill” is a commandment which has been in place in every covenant man has had with God (8 of them). The NIV changes this to “You will not commit murder”, but God didn’t ordain the changing of His word, so be careful what you do when the draft is reinstated. God will not ever ask us to violate one of His rules, so let’s look at the ramifications of our 2 choices; follow an order by a government leader to kill, or lay down your weapon.  

      Perseverance of the Saints and being Holy means staying separate from the world despite all the temptations to do contrary. Let’s assume Arabs had something to do with 9/11 (they didn’t but let’s go with it anyway). Romans 14:10-12 indicate that the entire world, Arabs and all will give account and confess to Jesus, standing before His judgment seat. We can’t do anything about the 3000 lost lives in NYC, but had we merely read Romans 12:19 “…avenge not yourselves…Vengeance is mine” we would have saved the billion or so lives in the Middle East being slowly killed by depleted uranium munitions and over $1 Trillion. More importantly is the ½ million US soldiers being asked to violate God’s commandments would be able to stand in front of Jesus in good conscience. As it is, they must repent for their actions or face severe judgment, as we do for supporting this war of vengeance. If America were the “Christian” nation our ministers say we are, Why are we not willing to “Turn the other cheek”? 

     So, now you find yourself being asked to kill someone, and you lay down your weapon. A trial or court martial comes next, but look at all the company you will have if everyone does what Jesus expects you to do! Folks, that’s being Holy! Government leaders are ordained by God, not established. They will be here today and gone tomorrow with a new set of problems. 13 is the number of rebellion to God in Kabbalah as well as the bible. Romans 13 is basically saying do not rebel because God ordained these leaders to prove certain things to us. He did not set them on His foundation, grant them salvation, nor does He approve of what they do all the time. Rebellion is not part of the plan, but blind follower ship is not either. Jesus said to call no man on earth Father, Master or Rabbi, nor did He say to attend “Church”; follow Jesus not men! If your pastor is excited about Israel re-taking the Promised Land, ask him why Christians should have to kill anyone to do it! Romans 13: 8-9 are re-worded in the NIV to facilitate this, but once again, God did not ordain the changing of His word. Verse 13:4 is changed from” “if thou do that which is evil” (KJV) to “if you do wrong” (NIV). Figuring out what constitutes “evil” is easy; the list includes adultery, lying, false witnessing, killing, stealing and coveting. Figuring out what is wrong is more difficult, especially if you listen to an apostate minister who has no idea himself. Can’t you just hear it “those Muslims deserve it, they aren’t God’s chosen, you are!” Verse 13:13 is changed from “let us walk honestly” (KJV) to “Let us behave decently” (NIV) How is that remotely the same? Honesty is probably the easiest attribute to figure out, but decently is so vague that George Bush is still considered “decent” as he racks up a death toll 10 times as high as Stalin. Is America acting decently toward our Muslim neighbors now? I suppose so according to the NIV, but according to the KJV, America lied about Muslim involvement in 9/11 in order to lay waste to Afghanistan and Iraq in order to supply the world with radioactive heroin, make oil companies and war profiteers rich and set up the prophesized battle between Iran, Russia, Syria and Palestine against Israel. Where is America in all this? Remember, God only ordained us He didn’t establish us!   
